
6th Grade Summer Reading 2022!
(5th entering 6th Honors English)

All Honors Elyria Middle School Students are expected to read one book of your choice over
the summer as your Summer 2022 reading assignment. The list below offers examples of the
quality text expected of your selected book.

Please come to class in August with the aporopriate text completely read and be ready to discuss, write, and
analyze. Be sure to brine your book QTL the first day of school.

While reading, please think of THEME, CONFLICT, LITERARY ELEMENTS, MOTIFS, CHARACTERIZATION, and
PLOT. These are items you will address when you start school.

5th to 6th Honors English: List of example books

Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine
What It's About: Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black and white; anything in between is
confusing. Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older brother, Devon, for help. But Devon was
killed in a school shooting, and Caitlin's dad is so distraught that he is just not helpful. Caitlin wants everything
to go back to the way things were, but she doesn't know how to do that. Then she comes across the word
closure-and she realizes this is what she needs. And in her search for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may
not be so black and white after all.

12 Again by Sue Corbett
What It's About: In this captivating novel, wife and mother of three Bernadette McBride makes a wish she
never expects to have granted-to be young again. When she awakens-transformed into a twelveyear-
old-on what should be the morning of her fortieth birthday, she is at first Jubilant, and then quickly realizes
how complex life has suddenly become. She enrolls in her son's seventh-grade computer class in hopes of
enlisting his help, but it's not that easy... . Patrick, Bernadette's oldest son, has no idea what happened to his
mother, but he refuses to give up hope. Unless he can get her back, he faces a life of waiting on his brothers.
Can Patrick do the impossible? Can he rescue his mother . .. and return his family's life to normal?

One-Eyed Cat by Paula Fox
What It's About: Ned fired the forbidden rifle just once, at a flickering shadow in the autumn moonlight. But
someone - a face, fleetingly seen staring at him from an attic window - was watching.
And when a one-eyed cat turns up at an elderly neighbor's woodshed, Ned is caught in a web of guilt, fear, and
shame that he cannot escape - until another moonlit night, come spring, brings redemption and surprising
revelations.

Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath
What It's About: Primrose Squarp simply knows her parents did not perish at sea during a terrible storm, but
try convincing the other residents of Coal Harbour on that score. For all practical purposes, at least for the time
being, Primrose is an orphan, and there's no great clamoring of prospective adopters.

After realizing the impracticality of continuing to pay Miss Perfidy (a mothball-scented elderly lady) an hourly
wage to baby-sit her, the town council is able to locate a relative, Uncle Jack, who reluctantly takes Primrose
into his care. Primrose does warm up to living with him and in his home, despite the eerie noises resembling a
hockey game that haunt her in the night. But true sanctuary can always be found at a restaurant called The Girl
in the Swing, where everything-including lasagna-is served on a waffle, and where the proprietor, Miss
Bowzer, offers a willing ear, as well as sage advice. Through a mixture of eccentric humor and probing
philosophy, author Polly Horvath makes Primrose's search for peace and understanding a most memorable
one.



Jacob Have I Loved by Katherine Patterson
What It's About: Growing up on a tiny Chesapeake Bay island, angry Louise reveals how Caroline has robbed
her of everything: her hopes for schooling, her friends, her mother, even her name. While everyone pampers
Caroline, Wheeze (her sister's name for her) begins to learn the ways of the watermen and the secrets of the
island, especially of old Captain Wallace, who has mysteriously returned after fifty years.
The war unexpectedly gives this independent girl a chance to fulfill her dream to work on the water alongside
her father. But the dream does not satisfy the woman she is becoming. Alone and unsure, Louise begins to
fight her way to a place for herself outside her sister's shadow. But in order to do that, she must first figure out
who she is...

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Patterson
What It's About: Jesse's colorless rural world expands when he becomes fast friends with Leslie, the new girl
in school. But when Leslie drowns trying to reach their special hideaway, Terabithia, Jesse struggles to accept
the loss of his friend.

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
What It's About: Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident hadn't made
him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to run-and
not just run away, but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a
racially divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats.

Flregirl by Tony Abbott
What's it about: From the moment Jessica arrives, life is never quite the same for Tom and his seventh-grade
classmates. They learn that Jessica has been in a fire and was badly burned, and will be attending St.
Catherine's will receiving medical treatments. Despite her appearance and the fear she evokes in him and
most of the class, Tom slowly develops a tentative friendship with Jessica that changes his life.

Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt
What's it about: Seventh grader Holling Hoodhood isn't happy. He is sure his new teacher, Mrs. Baker, hates
his guts. Mailing's domineering father is obsessed with his business image and disregards his family.
Throughout the school year, Hailing strives to get a handle on the Shakespeare plays Mrs. Baker assigns him
to read on his own time, and to figure out the enigmatic Mrs. Baker. As the Vietnam War turns lives upside
down, Mailing comes to admire and respect both Shakespeare and Mrs. Baker, who have more to offer him
than he imagined. And when his family is on the verge of coming apart, he also discovers his loyalty to his
sister, and his ability to stand up to his father when it matters most.

Al Caoone Does Mv Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko
What's it about: The Newbery Honor Book and New York Times Bestseller that is historical fiction with a hint
of mystery about living at Alcatraz not as a prisoner, but as a kid meeting some of the most famous criminals in
our history. Al Capone Does My Shirts has become an instant classic for all kids to read!

Today I moved to Alcatraz, a twelve-acre rock covered with cement, topped with bird turd and surrounded by
water. I'm not the only kid who lives here. There are twenty-three other kids who live on the island because
their dads work as guards or cooks or doctors or electricians for the prison, like my dad does. And then there
are a ton of murderers, rapists, hit men, con men, stickup men, embezzlers, connivers, burglars, kidnappers
and maybe even an innocent man or two, though I doubt it. The convicts we have are the kind other prisons
don't want. I never knew prisons could be picky, but I guess they can. You get to Alcatraz by being the worst of
the worst. Unless you're me. I came here because my mother said I had to.



Middle School. The Worst Years of my Life by James Patterson
What's it about: Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of middle
school into the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever: to break every rule in his school's
oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in class: 5,000 points! Running in the hallway: 10, 000 points!
Pulling the fire alarm: 50, 000 points! But when Rate's game starts to catch up with him, he'll have to decide if
winning is all that matters, or if he's finally ready to face the rules, bullies, and truths he's been avoiding.
James Patterson's debut middle-grade novel addresses some of middle schoolers' biggest issues: bullies, first
crushes, and finding out what makes each of us special, all with a hilarious main character and fantastic in-text
illustrations that are sure to have young readers begging for more!


